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"Educating Esme: Diary of a Teacher's First Year" is a 

memoir written by Esme Raji Codell. It provides an insightful 

and candid account of her experiences as a first-year teacher 

in a challenging urban public school in Chicago. Here's a 

summary of the book: 

Esme Codell, a young and idealistic teacher, takes on a 

teaching job at an inner-city school filled with underprivileged 

students. She is determined to make a positive impact on her 

students' lives despite facing numerous challenges. The book 

takes the form of a diary, chronicling Esme's thoughts, 

experiences, and interactions with her students, colleagues, and 

administrators throughout the school year. 

Esme's teaching style is unconventional and creative, often 

incorporating imaginative lessons and activities to engage her 

students. She prioritizes fostering a love for learning and creating 

a supportive classroom environment where students feel valued and 

respected. 

Despite her enthusiasm and dedication, Esme encounters 

various obstacles, including disruptive students, unsupportive 

administrators, and a lack of resources. She struggles to navigate 

the bureaucratic red tape of the education system while balancing 

the demands of her personal and professional life. 
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Throughout the book, Esme shares touching anecdotes about 

her students, highlighting their individual struggles and triumphs. 

She forms close bonds with many of them and learns valuable 

lessons about resilience, empathy, and the importance of advocating 

for students' needs. 

Despite the challenges, Esme remains committed to her 

students and passionate about teaching. She emerges from her 

first year as a teacher with a newfound appreciation for the 

complexities of education and a deep sense of fulfillment from 

making a difference in the lives of her students. 

 

Overall, "Educating Esme" offers a candid and inspiring look 

at the joys and struggles of teaching in an urban school setting, 

celebrating the transformative power of education and the 

resilience of the human spirit. 

 

 

 

 

 


